
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 1 

 2 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 3 

 4 

OCTOBER 30, 2017 5 

 6 
  9:00 AM Review Commissioners’ Agenda and Consent Agenda 7 
11:00 AM Briefing Among Commissioners 8 
11:30 AM Discussion - Methow EMS District Dispatch Contract – Cindy Button, Mike Worden  9 
  1:30 PM 2018 Budget Work Session Planning Department 10 
                Update – Planning – Perry Huston 11 
  4:30 PM Review Meeting Minutes 12 
 13 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on October 30, 14 
2017, Chairman Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Chris Branch present. 15 
Commissioner Hover attending union negotiations all day in the conference room. 16 
 17 
Commissioners convened the board at 9:15 a.m. 18 
 19 
Melissa Thompson, Clerk III joined to take minutes at 9:45 am then left at 10:30 a.m. when 20 
the Clerk of the Board joined the meeting.  21 
 22 
Review Commissioners’ Agenda and Consent Agenda 23 

Commissioners reviewed their meeting minutes of October 23 and 24, 2017 and this week’s 24 

agenda. 25 

 26 

Commissioner Hover joined the meeting at 10:25 a.m. to ask about email correspondence 27 

and requested Commissioner Branch send an email to the Gazette requesting a guest 28 

column. 29 

 30 

Commissioner Hover left to attend union negotiation meeting at 10:30 a.m. 31 

 32 

Katie Haven, member of the public taking notes on her laptop 10:30 a.m. 33 

 34 

Briefing Among Commissioners 35 

 36 

Discussion – Methow EMS District Dispatch Contract 37 

Cindy Button, Mike Worden, Joe Somday 38 

 39 

Ms. Button explained there is an agreement with Okanogan County and Aero Methow that 40 

is soon to expire. The board would like to see some changes to it before renewal. The 41 

recommendation was to renew as it was before. It was set to renew automatically however 42 

the state auditor was concerned they were not charging the county for services they were 43 

performing. Such as transport charges that would not be made if county employees were 44 
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transported. Their board wanted that clarified and addressed. They do want to renew that 45 

with recommendations to take out those portions that were a concern for the State Auditor. 46 

Mr. Worden did not know what the edits were that were recommended. The existing work 47 

and dispatch fees are not worked out yet. Mr. Somday entertained a one year renewal and 48 

then at that time the wording changes would happen. Commissioner Branch restated the 49 

issue was that it was expiring October 31, 2017 and some future date to clarify language 50 

that was too broad. 51 

 52 

The plan discussed was to sign a one year renewal now and during the one year time frame 53 

work on the amended version that addressed the concerns of the state auditor with 54 

providing services to the county without compensation as well as the changes regarding 55 

dispatch fees. Ms. Button will send the draft to the Clerk of the Board for Methow EMS 56 

Governing Board approval. Commissioner Branch thought some recitals of the situation 57 

should be incorporated into the contract. Joe Somday said the draft is the same draft that 58 

the prosecutor has signed off on in the past he would rather not tie up the process by 59 

making any changes right now. The Clerk of the Board stated an agenda bill could be 60 

created to spell out why the contract was renewed for one year rather than five.  61 

 62 

Commissioners adjourned for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 63 

Commissioners convened at 1:30 p.m. Katie Haven, member of the public joined taking 64 

notes on her computer.  65 

 66 

2018 Budget Work Session Planning Department 67 

Leah McCormack, Cari Hall 68 

 69 

Director Huston discussed his 2017 budget amendment scheduled on November 6 and the 70 

amounts to be supplemented and for what. Commissioner Branch asked about the layout of 71 

departmental funds in Current Expense. There are 27 departments within Current Expense. 72 

It is best to provide funds within the Prosecutor’s budget for the Professional Services 73 

related to land use attorney fees rather than processing invoices from one department to 74 

another.  75 

 76 

The 2018 Planning Budget was discussed. Director Huston explained the different revenue 77 

lines. The GIS is supported in part by the Sheriff so revenue is receipted for that work. 78 

Application fees were adjusted as he is guessing the fees to be collected will be more in 79 

2018. Some line items were cleaned up to reduce confusion.  80 

 81 

Commissioner Branch would like to focus on cost recovery of application fees charged 82 

when considering any revisions to the Planning Fee schedule. Split those that do not 83 

consume a huge amount of time from those that do. We could establish a tiered fees 84 

schedule. 85 

 86 
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Park and recreation board was discussed. They could monitor parks and recreation areas such 87 

as the various trails and the county fairgrounds for funding opportunities. Methow Valley Sports 88 

Trail Association has a franchise agreement with the county but they only monitor the portion 89 

the MVSTA trail is on not the total county trail system.  90 

 91 

Update Planning-Perry Huston 92 

 93 

Comprehensive Plan Review 94 

Summary of the comments received was submitted for the board to review and begin the 95 

discussion next Monday. Commissioner Branch would like to keep in line with water wildfire and 96 

broader wildfire mitigations.  97 

 98 

WATV Ordinance update was discussed.  99 

 100 

Marijuana Advisory Committee has been productive.  101 

 102 

Smoke Jumper base letter was submitted to the cities, he has not heard any feedback from 103 

anyone yet.  104 

 105 

Title 20 106 

Director Huston went through eight land use applications and he is uncomfortable with the 107 

ongoing liability we are taking on. The people applying for building permits are, to a point, 108 

business as usual. Those subdivisions are of great concern as there is a lower level of analysis 109 

that happens. There are many that just want to know if they can develop or not. He is concerned 110 

about the certificate and appears to be the first page on the closing document and if there is a 111 

well already they are about half way there. Legal water is subject to change without notice. He 112 

would like to create some kind of disclaimer but the challenge is language that recognizes our 113 

responsibility but makes clear the certificates in 3-5 years parallels relinquishment. We don’t 114 

require the hole be punched prior to getting a certificate. He would like to come up with 115 

language that goes right on the certificate that passes muster. It will be run through Risk 116 

Management and Prosecutor’s office. Commissioner Branch stated there are things beyond our 117 

control.  118 

 119 

Commissioner DeTro signed the county audit representation letter.  120 

 121 

Motion Tonasket Ems District  122 

Commissioner Branch moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS 123 

District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 124 

 125 

Director Huston explained he has invoice vouchers from North Valley Hospital dated 10-20-126 

2017 and Wenatchee Valley Hospital dated 5-5-2016 that require signatures from the 127 

Tonasket EMS Chairman and Secretary for the Voluntary Fire Fighters insurance for 128 

previous Tonasket EMT’s.  129 

130 
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 131 

 132 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve the invoice vouchers from North Valley 133 

Hospital dated 10-20-2017 and Wenatchee Valley Hospital dated 5-5-2016 for the 134 

two Tonasket EMT’s and authorized the Chairman and Secretary to sign them as 135 

the Voluntary Fire Fighters Board. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion 136 

carried. 137 

 138 

Commissioner Branch moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS and Reconvene as 139 

the BOCC Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 140 

 141 

Review Meeting Minutes 142 

Commissioners reviewed their meeting minutes and offered their corrections.  143 

 144 

Commissioners adjourned for the day at 5:00 p.m. 145 

 146 

 147 


